MINUTES MC MEETING 14 February
The Tavern – Four Mile Beach -  5.30 pm
Attendance

Apologies:

Annji Rodgers

Patrick Ligthart
Present:


Sally Sutherland

Jill Bickford


James Watson


Tanja Ligthart


Opening

A warm welcome from Jill for all present.  Followed by the acceptance of the minutes of previous held MC meeting at 13 Dec. Moved by Jill and seconded by Tanja.
Incoming / Outgoing correspondence
Incoming mail for the Treasurer and Membership coordinator have been forwarded. An outgoing letter from Jill on behalf of the Management Committee to invite a senior member of staff to address LIPS in a meeting re future Low Isles has been send to Russell Reichardt from GBRMPA. Moved by James, seconded by Sally.
Expenditure / Financial matters
The Treasurer reported that there has been no movement on the account in the past month.
New Members
New members who joined since the last MC meeting are proposed by the Secretary and seconded by Jill. The new  members are then recorded as confirmed:

Melanie Thomas
A discussion follows regarding updating membership form to clarify activities available to new members re activities such as pidgeon, counts, island clean-ups, public talks, etc. Tanja will print of current membership form to discuss next meeting.

LMAC report
Sally hands out a copy of the minutes of previous LMAC meeting held on 08/02 and gives a brief summary. A growing concern exist about beach netting practises which may well have caused the collapse of the jumping cod population in local waters, and significant reductions in other inshore species because of high mortality of juvenile fish. Another concern is the illegal gill netting and complaints from public re netting left behind on beaches. A number for the public has been made available.
Phone Steve on 0418986945 to report netting on the beaches. Moved by Jill, seconded by James
General Business: 
1) Jill reports that GBRMPA has offered Rick and Alex a renewal of Caretaker’s contract for 1 year, which has been accepted and MC is happy with this outcome. Moved by Sally, seconded by James.

2) Organising new Volunteer Training program. Sally will prepare a message to all members re Expressions of Interest and will be forwarded by Tanja.

Moved by James, seconded by Jill.

3) LIPS BBQ will be organised by Tanja and Patrick, unfortunately due to the bad weather situations the LIPS BBQ is postponed till April, any public talks should not be overlapping with LMAC talks. Moved by Jill, seconded by Sally.
4)  A discussion follows re possible LIPS Carnivale activities this year like  organising presentations at the Community Centre to inform public better about significant preservation of Low Isles and organise a program with interesting educational public talks and presentation of footage from scientist / researchers.  This will be further discussed and presented in next General meeting to form a working group. Moved by Sally, seconded by Tanja
5) An update of upcoming research projects where help of LIPS volunteers maybe needed will be investigated by Tanja. Moved by James, seconded by Jill.
6) Jill proposed to send letter to Julia Leu regarding storage of LIPS archives in more secure environment . Moved by Tanja, seconded by Sally.

7) Website survey report on hold due to Patrick’s shoulder surgery. Moved by Jill, seconded by James

8) Treasurer’s report. James will contact Annji re form 12. Moved by Sally, seconded by Tanja.

9) Funding applications. James is looking into funding for new fridge in Volunteer’s cottage and couches. Moved by James, seconded by Tanja
10)  Re-establishing Crew Club will be proposed next general meeting. It is a great opportunity for volunteers with young kids or grandkids to get more involved in preservation of our beautiful environment. Moved by Sally, seconded by James.
11) Coast care sign replacement project is in progress with help of the students of MSHS. Patrick will contact Alex regarding format for printing by GBRMPA. Sally has copy of original wording and will contact Alex so students have example. Moved by Jill, seconded by Tanja.
Closing

Jill declared the meeting closed at 7.00pm and informed that the next MC meeting will be held on the 14th of March with a combined GM meeting @ 5.30 pm at The Tavern, Four Mile Beach, Port Douglas.

Jill declared the meeting closed at 7.00pm and informed that the next MC meeting will be held on the 14th of February at 5.30 pm at The Tavern, Four Mile Beach, Port Douglas.

