LOW ISLES PRESERVATION SOCIETY

Executive Meeting

29th Jan 2007-01-30 6.00 32 Warner street Port Douglas.

Present. Kath Anich, Ed Green, Annji Rodgers, Alex Mateer, Sally Sherlock, Rod Sherlock. Lee Walters, Jill Booth, Mark Dwyer.

Ed Green welcomed those present.

Apologies were accepted from Yvonne Beckett, Louise Collier. Grahame Connett.

Previous Minutes were discussed but as were not completed by secretary they would be ratified at the next meeting. Secretary would try to complete and email to those present for perusal.

Insurance. An account for $400 had been received for insurance on goods in the Sugar Wharf and for libel. It was decided to withhold renewal at this stage.

Public liability and volunteer insurance was still being sought under the umbrella of Community Groups. Our current insurance would cover us until this was finalised, Alex Mateer is continuing negotiations for the free Community Group Cover.

A copy of the constitution had been found and the aims and objectives that were listed are the same as those currently being perused by Low Isles Preservation Society Inc. current views.

Within the constitution was a reference to all new memberships being ratified at meetings.

It was decided that all currently financial members would be accepted as formally being ratified.

In future the secretary/treasurer/ would read out new memberships received at meetings for ratification. Acceptance of members may reflect on the validity of volunteer insurance.

 The secretary was advised to send out a reminder of overdue subscriptions to those who had not paid at the AGM or up to 29th Jan meeting. A membership form would be attached to the email. No response after a 3-month period would result in emails not being forwarded to the un financial.

 Cost of membership was discussed. Any alterations would be discussed again before the next AGM and amendments made at that time.

Consideration of membership costs could reflect the amount of and cost of training volunteers.

The Stinger Talk on Feb 2nd was discussed and arrangements for sausages/bread/and tomato ketchup purchase delegated to committee members.

Ed Green would be attending a GBRMPA meeting and would talk to Ms.Swalling about funding for LIPS.

Ed Green sought permission to pay $100 contribution to the Waterfront Group as all members had been asked to contribute this amount.

The proposal was accepted unanimously.

Fundraising issues discussed were the telescope to be put up at the Port Douglas Lookout. The meeting was advised that Louie Collier had some ideas for obtaining a telescope. This would be followed up by Alex Mateer.

Jill Booth spoke about the Art Group exhibition for November that would span 3 weeks and incorporate a Low Isles Day with Tour Boat operators hopefully providing free or low cost transport to the Island.

Alex spoke about the grants she had applied for. A $300 grant for equipment had provided an outboard for the Zodiac, and a cover and life jackets for the same.

Letters of support had been obtained from local groups in support of a grant for administration of $10,000. These letters would be kept by the secretary in the LIPS files.

 An application for a grant from the Gambling Fund had also been applied for.

Alex Mateer spoke a bout the Volunteer program and how the training would cover both direct and written instruction. A suggested $10 for the supply of package materials was suggested and thought to be a good idea for the initial pilot program.

Names had been collected for the first group by Louise Collier and it was thought the first training group would be in March after the Caretakers had returned form leave.

Alex would like to see 4 groups fully trained during the year 2007.

The donation box on the Island was to be re erected and a sign placed asking for donations from Island visitors. Annji Rodgers would find a suitable sign writer to complete the job.

The meeting was in favour of registering the Island for the Australia Day Clean up if the Caretaker wished to do this and had some clean up projects to complete. Kath Anich would look into Clean up Areas on the mainland similar to her last years project.

Anni Rodgers suggested the Earth Day project of switching off the lights in the Port Douglas area for 1 hour in March. She would try to get this idea accepted by the restaurants.

Next Exec Meeting…Feb 26th 2007 ….    Next General Meeting …Monday Feb 5th2007…….

The meeting closed at 8.30 pm.

