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First, I would like to express my deep gratitude to all of the
committee members for all of their hard work over the past year. I
would especially like to thank Julia, as the role of secretary is
always one of the most time consuming roles. Second, a big thanks to
all of the volunteers who have helped out on the island, especially
those who took on tasks additional to the usual caretaker tasks, such
as painting, maintenance, cleaning, etc. A special note to Patrick
Lighthart, for his help with BBQs, and to Mark Colbridge, for
organising a generous donation that will fund our turtle education
project.


We began the year with three goals:

1) To strengthen the executive by recruiting more people
2) To lobby for the island caretaker position to remain in place and
work with GBRMPA to have a strong presence in the Low Isles
stakeholders meeting
3) To follow up on proposals put forward by the Turtle Subcommittee
and the Lighthouse Museum subcommittee

How well did we achieve these goals?

We did indeed recruit more people for the executive, and had a total
of eight people on the committee. Unfortunately, our members had many
other commitments, many of which involved overseas travel, so we found
that having such a large committee could be a detriment, due to the
difficulties in achieving a quorum. I believe this is still one of the
major concerns for LIPS, recruiting and retaining an experienced
management committee

In regards to the caretaker position, GBRMPA did note that our strong
lobbying was, in part, one of the reasons that Rick and Alex’s
position was continued. LIPS also played a key role in the Low Isles
stakeholder meetings. Unfortunately, although we were successful in
this task, it is a job that will have to be continued by the next
committee, as the caretaker role is still not permanently funded.

Finally, we wanted to follow up on the proposals put forward by the
lighthouse and turtle committees. The lighthouse museum project is
currently on hold, awaiting more certainty with regards to the
caretaker position. For the turtle projects, we did organise a day out
on Low Isles with indigenous children and LIPS member children,
unfortunately it had to be postponed due to poor weather. Although I
am unable to run such a day, as I am now based in SE QLD, Rachel
Butler has agreed to facilitate the educational project. We have also
been assisted by Mark Colbridge, who negotiated with Calypso to get us
a very cheap rate, and who also facilitated a donation by Port Village
Medical to run the day. Thanks again Mark!

Along with addressing these goals,  we have also continued on with the
usual LIPS activities, having executive meetings monthly, and general
meetings quarterly. We have had several social full moon barbecues,
and also facilitated two public talks - one on turtles and one on
minke whales. Both were very well attended and received. As you may
recall, we also had a social event at one of our GM meetings, where
members went through old photographs and identified many of the people
in them.

We have assisted with island activities, not only by supplying
volunteer caretakers, but also by paying for some items such as a new
trolley, and servicing the outboard.

We have worked closely with Tangaroa Blue, conducting Snapper and Low
Isles cleanups, and gathering regular data on the rubbish found on Low
Isles.

And finally, we have applied for several grants. We applied for a
volunteers grant to pay for the trolley, but unfortuantely did not
receive it. We did receive a Mossman Bowls Club grant for $200 to
create bookmarks for turtle education. This project is ongoing, and I
will send a design to the next committee by October.

So, once more, thanks again to everyone who has helped out this year,
particularly with the challenging budget situation on the island.
Thank you to all outgoing committee members for your service, and I
will certainly be following LIPS activities with much interest from
Brisbane!

