 Low Isles Protection Society 

 Minutes of Meeting 30th March 2006.

 Venue Sugar Wharf – Time 6pm.

Members Present.

Ed Green, Kath Anich, Alex Mateer, Rick Kilpatrick, Sally Sutherland, Rod Sutherland, Annji Rodgers, Grahame Connett, Jill Booth.

New Members Present- Loftus Overend, Colin Horton, Frieder van Aller, Robin Ayers, Shirley Overend.

Apologies.

Kelvin Brown, Steve Broomhall, Steve Simpson, Steve Sharp, Rhona Eastman, Fiona Barron, Brian Rodgers, Norm Lockwood, Caroline Gallagher, Sarah Schapel.

Meeting opened at 6.15pm.

Ed Green welcomed all present and introduced committee members.

Apologies were read and accepted.

Previous Minutes were read and accepted. Moved G.Connett. Seconded Kath Anich

Administrative Business. 

Letter from Wonga School Curriculum Officer was read. This was regarding student taking part in reef conservation. The secretary had acknowledged receipt and details had been sent to Steve Sharpe.

In the absence of the treasurer Ed Green read the finance report.

The closing Balance as at 1/3/2006 was $14,211.48

Payment to Council $810.00 have been paid and will show on next Treasures report.

Annual payment for Post Box to Australia Post is due the fee being $162.00.

The meeting discusses the price of the Post Box and asked that the size be reduced to a normal box to reduce cost.

Moved Jill Booth. Seconded Ed Green.

Reports from Sub Committees.

Low Isles.

Alex Matter gave a report in the absence of Steve Sharpe who is in West Australia due to family ill health. 

Louise had remained on the Island and at the present time volunteers were supporting her as best they could. Roy had been on the Island and assisting.

A roster will be needed by next week to send experienced volunteers to the island, as ongoing work would be required. At this time it is not possible for Louise to train new volunteers. Steve is contactable by phone in WA and by email and is doing what he can to coordinate volunteer help so that Louise is not alone on the island. All tour boat operators were willing to assist with transportation of goods and volunteers. Large quantities of fuel were needed to be brought in as the island was running on generator power only. Steve will be asked how this problem can be better managed.

Conservation.

Kath Anich gave a report stating that 5 letters had been sent by the conservation group in support of current environmental issues. Kath had been elected to The Wet Tropics Liaison Group and in May will send 2 delegates to a conference.

Kath stated the group needed more public on the ground involvement. Lack of general meetings had not given the public chance to find out what is needed. It was stated that we would be going back to the last Thursday of each month to hold a General Meeting. There was environment funding and grants available and the conservation group was keen to source these funds.

Sugar Wharf.

Ed Green explained that the executive committee this year had concentrated on Low Isles and Sugar Wharf issues.

Private funding was being negotiated with Douglas Marine Group Ltd. There were negotiations for money to be spent on flooring, electrical wiring, and air conditioning. The Sugar Wharf could or would be developed to incorporate a coffee shop/Lips/ historic/ Indigenous/community groups and an area for the Douglas Marine Group Ltd. Management world be LIPS and Council and a complex manager to deal with lessees.

The Council agreement for the Sugar Wharf expired last week. 

The member then discussed the above issues.

It was agreed that LIPS would continue to negotiate with D.M.G Ltd. And community groups for their inclusion in the project and brief Douglas Shire Council. LIPS would request the Council for an agreement to grant LIPS a further 6 months to finalise current negotiations. Moved G. Connett Seconded R. Sutherland.

G. Connett suggested that we give a press release about the proposal for the sugar wharf. Ed Green stated that he would prefer to see if the Douglas Shire Councillors supported the idea of a press release first. And this was agreed upon.

Ed requested that LIPS pay the account for the toilet that had been repaired. Moved.E.Green Seconded R. Kilpatrick.

Other Business.

Questionnaire.

At the meeting on 13th December a questionnaire had been tabled as a proposal to seek new and non-financial members ideas for the future of LIPS.

It was agreed that the questionnaire be put on the Website with a request that there be a response a week before the next general meeting in April 2006.

Ed Green had been asked by Kelvin Brown if his business could have a booth for obtaining membership moneys from tourist. The meeting thought that donations would be more acceptable than interstate or overseas membership rights. No final decision was made on this subject.

Sally Sutherland proposed that she seek approval from the Carnivale organisers for LIPS to have a booth/stall. The lighthouse (when located) could be mounted on a trailer and moved between events. Sally would advise further. A Rodgers offered to assist where needed.

LIPS Coordinator.

The meeting discussed the need to employ a Grant Writer to source funding for LIPS projects and also a LIPS Coordinator for other administrative duties and LIPS activities.

It was decided to advertise in the Cairns Post and The Gazette for the Grant Writer and follow on with an advertisement for a coordinator two weeks later.

The group would budget for $1000.00 (one thousand) or less for the Grant Writer commensurate with experience. The hourly rate for the coordinator was set at $22.00 per hour for a term of 3 months.

Moved Ed. Green Seconded Kath Anich. The movement was unanimously accepted my meeting.

Meeting closed at 7.55pm.

